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Technology Use in Policing and Impact on Civil Liberties
The use of technology in policing is becoming a common thing today with many police departments equipped with high technology systems. However, the increased use of technology has elicited different reactions from the key stakeholders who think that the government is focused on the crime-fighting processes at the expense of the constitutional requirements that protect the public’s privacy concern. Today, every police department has access to cameras providing visual feeds to the department regarding the normal daily operations of the public. From this, it is obvious that the increased use of technology by the police poses a significant threat to the civil liberties of the public. 
Technology may have eased the police operational activities, especially in access to information. But, one may wonder about the effects of such ease to the public. Technology provides the police with easy access to information in their investigations, but at what expense? The answer to this question is as easy as the question itself. Mulvaney (2013) explains that technology may have become a wonderful tool for law enforcement, but it is not worth risking the privacy rights. The privacy rights are provided under the Eighth Amendment, and as civil liberty of the public, the government should give it more attention just like it gives the crime-fighting mechanisms. 
Further, the use of technology by the police departments poses a threat to the public’s civil liberties because their consent is not sought before the information is collected. Despite that law enforcement is aware of civil liberties, especially regarding privacy protection, no one is doing anything to protect these rights. As Rigoglioso (2014) explains, all one can see is the continued use of technology that continues to pose threats to the civil liberties. For example, today, about 70% of the U.S police departments have Automatic License Plate Reader (ALPR) integrated into their systems to help watch the movements of motor vehicles (Rigoglioso, 2014). According to Rigoglioso (2014), the world is in the 21st century, but the government still relies on the policies frameworks developed in the 19th and 20th centuries. For instance, the U.S Patriot Act which was developed in the 20th century as a result of the 9/11 incident has been the basis of collecting large data from the members of the public without consent. While the government continues to change its technology systems used in surveillance of the public, no policy measure is undertaken towards protecting the civil liberties which are also provided in the constitution. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In summary, technology continues to transform and change the policing style and techniques in the United States police departments and the criminal justice system as a whole. But, the greatest concern is not on the effectiveness of the technology, but it is on the impacts that the use of technology brings to society. Based on this discussion, the use of technology in the police departments is a wonderful idea, but it is not worth ignoring the civil liberties of the public.
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